Evaluation of children removed from a clandestine methamphetamine laboratory.
The illicit manufacturing and use of methamphetamine continues to be a significant and growing problem in the United States. Children are often found in homes where this activity is occurring and are affected by it on many levels. This article will provide background information on the manufacturing of methamphetamine, including classes of chemicals involved; hazards inherent to the manufacturing process and its effects on those living in a clandestine laboratory; and the approach to children found in these homes and their medical care. The focus will be on care in the acute settings with the introduction of a protocol for evaluation and follow-up of these patients.